Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 173 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.125; data-to-parameter ratio = 19.1.
In the title compound, C 17 H 17 ClO 4 , the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two benzene rings is 65.92 (5) . The methyl ester group lies within the ring plane [deviations of O atoms from the plane = À0.051 (2) and 0.151 (2) Å ] due to an intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond. In the crystal, molecules are held together by rather weak non-classical intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, resulting in dimeric units about inversion centers, forming eight-and ten-membered ring systems as R 2 2 (8) and R 2 2 (10) motifs.
Related literature
For the pharmacological relevance of 3-arylsalicylates, see: Buchanan et al. (1997) ; Huang et al. (1999); Lin, Lin & Kuo (1997); Lin, Wu & Kuo (1997) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the the dihedral angle between the mean planes of the two benzene rings is 65.92 (5)°. The methoxy group and the methylester group lie within the planes of the benzene rings to which they are bonded (deviation from mean planes: O2, -0.051 (2); O3, 0.151 (2); (??), 0.143 (2) Å; the torsion angles are: C2-C3-C8-O2 -174.47 (12) and C17-O4-C14-C15 -176.38 (12)°). There is an intramolecular hydrogen bond between the hydroxyl group and the carbonyl O atom of the methylester group. There are weak intramolecular interactions of the types C-H···O between atom O3 of the ester group and the adjacent methyl group (C10) and C-H···Cl between Cl1 and the adjacent methyl groups (C7/C10).
In the crystal structure, the molecules of (I) are held together by rather weak intermolecular C-H···O type non-classical hydrogen bonds resulting in dimeric units about inversion centers, forming eight and ten membered ring systems which may be described in terms of graph set notations (Bernstein et al. 1994) , respectively (details are given in Table 1 and Figure 2 ); leading to a zigzag chain arrangement.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to a previously published procedure (Adeel et al., 2009 ) using 3-chloro-4-tri-
and TiCl 4 (0.241 ml, 2.2 mmol). (I) was isolated as a colourless crystalline solid. Re-crystallization from a saturated dichloromethane/methanol (9:1) solution at ambient temperature gave colourless crystals suitable for crystallographic studies.
Refinement
The H atom bonded to O1 was located in a difference map and refined freely. Other H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.98 (methyl groups) or 0.95 Å (aryl CH) and with U iso (H) = 1.5 times U eq (C) (methyl groups) or with U iso (H) = 1.2 times U eq (C) (aryl CH). Torsion angles of all methyl groups were allowed to refine.
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Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I), showing the atomic numbering scheme and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. Symmetry codes: (i) −x−1, −y+2, −z+1; (ii) −x+1, −y+1, −z.
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